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the first time, on the 13th August, 1032. On the 23rd November he
had rejected Herr Hitler's demands again, on the explicit ground
that the powers upon which Herr Hitler was insisting would trans-
form the Chancellorship into a dictatorship. Whatever the explana-
tion of the apparently abrupt metamorphosis of President Hinden-
burg's character may be, it was undoubtedly a factor of first-rate
importance in the launching of the German political avalanche
of 1933.
On the 20th July, 1932, Herr von Papon struck <i new and ominous
note in the politics of the Weimar Republic by unconstitutionally
setting aside the Prussian Government and appointing a Reidis-
Jcommissar in its stead. This act was an essential step in a counter-
revolution, since the Prussian Government was one of the post-war
strongholds of the moderate parliamentary parties; and the step
could not be taken constitutionally, since the parties which this
Government represented were in a permanent majority in the
Prussian Landtag. The ejected Prussian Government appealed to
the Supreme Court of the Reich; and on the 27th October, 1032, the
Court gave judgment substantially in the Prussian Government's
favour; but Herr von Papen was able, with impunity, to let this
judgment remain a dead letter.
While Herr von Papen was asserting himself in this fashion,
Herr Hitler was suffering a set-back—and this in the terms by which
the Nazi leader himself had chosen to measure his own progress.
For several years past, Herr Hitler had been hypnotizing the German
.public into believing in his star by advertising the successive increases
in the Nazi vote in local and national elections—in the same spirit
in which a popular newspaper would advertise the increases in its
circulation. On certain occasions the Nazi gains had boon sensational:
for instance in the Reichstag elections of September 1980, in which
the Nazis achieved an advance from 12 seats to 107. In the Reichstag
elections of the 30th July, 1932, the Nazis won 374 per cent, of the
votes cast and thereby raised their number of seats to 230, as against
Communist winnings of 14-5 per cent, of the votes and 89 seats,
But though this made the Nazis into the strongest single party in
the Reichstag, it did not give them an absolute majority; and at the
next general election, on the 6th November, their figures fell off,
while the Communists' figures improved. On this occasion the Nazis'
percentage of votes fell from 374 to 33-1, whereas the Communists'
percentage rose from 14-5 to 16-9; and the Nazis now found them-
selves in possession of only 196 seats against the Communists' 100.
By the 4th December, 1932, when General von Schleicher accepted

